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DOCUMENTS 

A Typical Letter from the State Archives 

Mr. Kellar, in his article in this issue of the Bulletin, calls 
attention to the historical value of the material in the state 
archives. The letter given below, taken from the files of mis- 
cellaneous correspondence in the office of the governor, will 
serve to illustrate his point. This is but one of thousands of 
documents of the utmost value for the study of nearly every con- 
ceivable subject in Minnesota history which have never been 
used by historical students and can not be used by them to any 
considerable extent until some better provision is made for the 
care and classification of the state archives. The letter throws 
light on conditions which prevailed among the refugees after 
the Sioux massacre of 1862. This memorable outbreak, com- 
ing suddenly after years of friendly intercourse and at a time 
when the state was doing its utmost to send its quota of volun- 
teers to reinforce the federal armies, found the garrisons sta- 
tioned on the borders of the Indian reservations reduced in 
numbers and ill prepared to check the first raids of the Indians. 
Terror-stricken, the surviving inhabitants of the outlying settle- 
ments fled to New Ulm, Mankato, St. Peter, and other river 
towns. The problem of housing and feeding these refugees 
became a most serious one, and an appeal was finally made to 
the state authorities for assistance. 

Saint Peter Aug 29 1862 
Hon Alex Ramsey Governor, 

Dear Sir: 

Messrs Hezlep and Ketchum of this place are sent to urge 
upon you prompt measures for providing food and other neces- 
saries of life for the thousands of refugees now gathered here 
and at other points in this vicinity. 

Many of them have lost all they had in the world, and almost 
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all of them must be supplied with clothing and provisions. 
Messrs H. & K. will inform you fully how this has been and 
is being done. We think every possible measure has been taken 
to secure promptness and economy in relieving want. 

But there is a limit to the means of our citizens, farmers and 
merchants, and some government, either State or National, should 
immediately come to our help, or we shall all, an impoverished 
and starving people be in St. Paul Knocking at your doors. I 
cannot command language to paint to you the necessities of the 
emergency for prompt and efficient action. 

The food and clothing, fuel and bedding is being taken from 
our houses, the goods from our stores, the grain and vegetables 
from our fields, to feed and supply this immense crowd of home- 
less, starving, naked people, — some of them, I am almost inclined 
to say to you, made so by want of proper energy in sending relief ; 
or rather in going to their relief, for no one can find any fault 
with the action of the State Administration in sending. 

The suggestions made in the letter of Gov Donelly dated "Tues- 
day 10 A. M." at this place, meet with our entire approbation. 

If Capt Saunders will not, as U. S. Quartermaster, provide for 
these people we urge you to appoint a State Quartermaster who 
will do it, and see that our citizens are remunerated for necessary 
expenditures already incurred. Any other plan, however, that 
is more in accordance with your judgment and will answer the 
same End, will be equally acceptable to us. 

Begging however that your action in the premises be immediate, 
I am most respectfully your obt servant 

Henry A Swift 1 
[Endorsed:] Henry A. Swift Aug 29, 1862 report of the 
condition of things at St Peter 

Conscription in England during the Napoleonic War 

The suggestion that England might possibly resort to con- 
scription in the present war lends especial interest to the fol- 
lowing document, which is one of several presented to the Min- 

1 Henry A. Swift was at this time state senator from the nineteenth 
district. The following year he was elected president pro tempore of 
the senate and became lieutenant governor on the resignation of 
Ignatius Donnelly; when Governor Ramsey resigned to take his seat 
in the United States Senate, Mr. Swift succeeded him as governor, 
serving from July 10, 1863 to January 11, 1864. 



